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REPORT. 



IN previous Reports mention has been made of 
some notes left by Mr. Longfellow, intended for 
addition to the Comment accompanying his trans- 
lation of the Divina Commedia. These notes are 
now printed as an Appendix to this Report. Their 
number did not seem to warrant the carrying out of 
the original plan of a separate publication. 

The members of the Society were informed in the 
last Annual Report of a proposed catalogue to contain 
a list of all editions of Dante and books relating to 
Dante contained in the Harvard College and the Bos- 
ton Public Libraries and in a private collection situ- 
ated in Cambridge. Of this catalogue and of the 
books mentioned therein Mr. W. C. Lane of the Har- 
vard College Library, who is preparing the catalogue, 
writes as follows: — 

" The Dante collection in the College Library now num- 
bers 701 bound volumes, or 654 different works. The smaller 
pamphlets, of which there is naturally a large number, are 
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for the most part bound cheaply in separate covers so that an 
alphabetical arrangement may be maintained. Of these 654 
works, 384 have been received from Professor Charles Eliot 
Norton, and 104 from the Dante Society, including the man- 
uscript copy of the * Comment of Benvenuto da Imola/ from 
Mr. Longfellow, and the 1527 edition of the Divina Com" 
media, the gift of Mr. Robert N. Toppan. 

"Acar>iful catalogue of these books has been made with 
abundant notes and references, which, with the addition of 
the titles of the Dante books in the Boston Public Library 
and in the private libraries of Professor Norton and the late 
George Ticknor, Esq., is to be published in the successive 
numbers of the Library Bulletin, and separately when com- 
plete. The first instalment will appear in the next number 
(May) of the Bulletin, and will probably include all the editions 
and translations of the Divina Commedia and its parts, num- 
bering 161 in the College Library. In this list the editions 
are arranged strictly in order of date ; the translations are 
divided by languages, and under each language the titles are 
arranged alphabetically by names of translators. This will be 
followed by the editions of the minor works, arranged on the 
same plan. After these comes the catalogue of books on 
Dante, his work, life, and times, in one alphabetical series, 
including the titles of the special essays contained in many 
editions, and with references from the names of editors, 
translators, etc., to the editions in which they were concerned. 
A topical index will complete the whole. 

"The books themselves are brought together under a 
running number, so that the whole collection may be moved 
bodily to any part of the library where it will be most con- 
veniently situated. The system of numbering is simple, and 
will admit of an indefinite increase in the number of books 
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without interfering with the plan of arrangement. The or- 
der in which the books stand on the shelf is, briefly : manu- 
scripts ; editions of the Divina Commedia or complete works, 
in strictly chronological order; selections; translations, Eng- 
lish, French, German, Danish, Dutch, Greek, Italian dialects, 
Latin, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, and 
other languages, under each language alphabetically by names 
of translators (editions and translations of separate parts of 
the Divina Commedia are not distinguished from the complete 
poem) ; dictionaries of language ; biographical dictionaries ; 
rimari ; miscellaneous comment and criticism on the Divina 
Commedia^ divided by languages and alphabetically by au- 
thors under each language ; minor works, arranged on the 
same plan as the editions of the Divina Commedia and 
its comments ; biography of Dante and history of the times ; 
several small miscellaneous divisions, such as parallel works, 
language of Dante, fiction, poems, portraits, statues, tomb, 
etc. ; Dante societies ; celebration of the sixth centennial 
bibliographies ; histories of Dante literature ; booksellers' 
catalogues ; library catalogues ; portfolios. 

" Of the value of the collection I should prefer not to speak, 
but let the catalogue tell its own story. It may be said with 
truth, however, that it contains nearly or quite everything that 
has been printed, necessary to a critical and independent 
study of the poet." 

Mr. Lane further says that the first part of the cata- 
logue has been prepared and is to be published in the 
May number of the Bulletin of Harvard University. 
A copy of the catalogue when completed will be sent 
to each member of the Society. 
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It has been usual in this Report to note the work 
of American students of Dante during the year, so far 
as it has come to the knowledge of the Council. In 
this connection it will interest the members of the 
Society to know that Professor Fay's work on his 
Concordance to the Divina Commedia is progressing 
favorably and will be completed probably by the end 
of next year. 

An inspection of the Catalogue mentioned above 
demonstrates that . the purpose of the Society to see 
a Dante Library established and continued in this 
country is of itself a sufficient reason for the Society's 
existence. When it is considered that the great work 
of Dante, aside from its poetical and literary value, 
is a compendium of the entire knowledge of that 
epoch which marks the change from mediaeval to 
modern thought and life, it is evident that the con- 
tinuation of this special collection is not of impor- 
tance to Dante students alone, but is, as well, an 
object of interest to every one who desires to promote 
liberal studies and the cause of letters. A portion of 
the modest income of the Society from annual dues 
has been used for this object; a portion has been 
spent in less important undertakings, — such as the 
reproduction of the Dante mask, — which came within 
the Society's means and were designed to secure to 
the members a tangible and interesting proof of the 
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Society's existence. Much valuable and interesting 
work in both these lines would be accomplished with 
a larger income, and the Council feel sure that a little 
individual effort on the part of the present members 
would make this possible by increase of the member- 
ship. 
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